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Foreword by the
Corporate Director

Dear parents and carers,

Starting nursery is a big moment for both parents
and children. We know that you want your

child to have the best start in life and choosing
the right school for your child can be a difficult
decision. This booklet is designed to help you
make the right choice so that your child is happy
and successful at school.

Inside you will find information about schools

in Tower Hamlets, including addresses, phone
numbers and maps showing the location of our
schools. We have also tried to answer the most
frequently asked questions.

It is 2 good idea to visit some schools and
take the time to see the range of opportunities
that are available before making up your mind.
School staff are always pleased to meet new
parents and carers. As long as you make

an appointment first, they will be happy to
show you around. All our schools produce
brochures about themselves, so you may
want to contact those you are most interested
in to ask for a copy. For more information

and advice, please contact The School
Admissions Service on 020 7364 5006 or email
school.admissions@towerhamlets.gov.uk. We
have multilingual as well as Bengali speaking
admissions officers.

You should make your application online and, if
you do not have a computer, you can access the
internet at any of the borough’s Idea Stores.

The website address is
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions.

The most recent national primary school results
show that very high standards are common in
schools across the borough.

Many schools in Tower Hamlets receive more
applications than there are places available, so
some children may not be offered a place at
their preferred school(s). Please be aware of this
when deciding which six schools to apply to in
order of preference.

We are proud that Tower Hamlets schools

are inclusive and that children with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities are educated
well and thriving in our mainstream settings.

| am sure you have very high aspirations for your
child and expect high levels of achievement as
well as good behaviour and regular attendance.

The council and our schools look to work in
partnership with parents and carers. Together
we can ensure your child and all children in
Tower Hamlets progress well and make the
best of their time at school. You can be sure our
teachers and other staff strive for nothing short
of excellence and, working with you, we can
achieve this for your child.

We look forward to your child attending one of
our schools.

Yours sincerely

Steve Reddy
Corporate Director, Children's Services
London Borough of Tower Hamlets




This booklet explains
how to apply for a
place in a nursery
school or a nursery
class attached to a
primary school in
Tower Hamlets.

You will find this
information useful if
your child is due to
start nursery or you
~would like your child
to transfer from one
nursery to another.

You need to
apply by

14 February
2026 to secure
a place for
your child in
the 2026/27
school year.
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Key dates at a glance

From September 2025

Read this booklet and consider which nursery you want to apply for.
You can visit nurseries to help you decide.

1 September 2025 to 14 February 2026
Complete the application online at www.eadmissions.org.uk
Apply for up to three nurseries in preference order. If you want to apply
for a voluntary aided (church) school nursery, you must also obtain and
return the school’s supplementary information form with them.

14 February 2026

This is the closing date for applications.
Make sure you apply online by this date.

February to May 2026

The School Admissions Service will process your application
to decide at which nursery your child can be offered a place.

11 May 2026

You will be sent a letter and email by the School Admissions Service
informing you of the outcome of your application. If you are offered
a place at a nursery, the nursery will write to you to confirm the
arrangements for you to accept the place.

26 May 2026
Deadline for you to confirm acceptance of a place, directly
with the nursery you have been offered. You can also add your
child’s name to any other nursery’s waiting list.

September 2026

Your child starts nursery.
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Apply online

Children will usually start nursery school or a nursery class in the September following
their third birthday. However, it is possible for eligible children to access a funded place
from the beginning of the term after their third birthday.

How to apply

If your child was born between

1 September 2022 and 31 August
2023 and you would like a nursery
place for September 2026, you
must submit an online application
by 14 February 2026. You should
apply online at
www.eadmissions.org.uk.

Please see page 29 for instructions
on how to make an online application.
It is a simple and easy way to submit
your child’s application.

You will then be able to:

e Search for nurseries in
Tower Hamlets

e Access information about nurseries
and links to their websites

e Make changes to your application
up until the closing date 14
February 2026

¢ Receive notification of the outcome
of your application by email.

When you have completed and
submitted your application you will
receive an instant email confirmation.
You can make changes to your
application up until the 14 February
2026 closing date.

If you wish to apply to a private
nursery or a nursery in another
local borough, you must contact
the nursery directly.

You can apply for up to three Tower
Hamlets nurseries. If you would like
a nursery place at a voluntary aided
school, free school or academy,
you must — as well as completing
an online application — complete the
school's Supplementary Information
Form (SIF) if they have one.

For guidance on completing an
online application, please see
Section 4.

Who can help me with my
online application?

e Guidance on how to apply online
is in this booklet — see page 29.

e The School Admissions Service
can offer advice and answer any
questions on 020 7364 5006
or at school.admissions@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

e Tower Hamlets Transitions
Support Team provides
information and advice about
the admissions process to help
families manage change and
make informed decisions
Email:
transitions@towerhamlets.gov.uk
Telephone: 020 7364 1533

To find out how to apply for a nursery
place for other than a September
start i.e. January or April, please
refer to page 28. Alternatively,
please email the School Admissions
Service at school.admissions@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Contact the School Admissions
Service on 020 7364 5006 or
email school.admissions@
towerhamlets.gov.uk for

more information.

Free access to computers
at our Idea Stores

Please check www.ideastore.co.uk to keep up to date on which
services are available, or other Idea Stores that may be open.

Nursery admissions parents’ session

Join the School Admissions Service and the Transitions Support
Team from the Family Information Advice and Support Service
(formerly Parents Advice Centre) for a presentation on Nursery
admissions — sessions run throughout the application phase
from September to February.

Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions and
reserve your place today.

Get information on Primary admissions and ask questions to the
School Admissions Service and the Transitions Support Team.

Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 5




Children with additional
needs

If your child has an Education,
Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
then you must contact the Local
Authority’s Special Educational

Needs (SEN) team to access a
nursery place. You can contact the
SEN team on 020 7364 4880.

If your child has additional/special
educational needs or a disability

but does not have an EHCP, you
should apply for a nursery place

2]
ley. & Y

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
(SEND) / Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)

through the usual route. You may
also contact your local Children
and Family Centre for advice on
getting additional support.
Information on Children and Family
Centres in Tower Hamlets can be
found on page 26.

\iE:'
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Introduction

This booklet is for parents with a child born between 1 September 2022 and 31 August
2023 who wish to apply for a place in a nursery school or a nursery class attached to a
primary school in Tower Hamlets for September 2026.

Children will usually start nursery in the September following their third birthday.

It is possible for eligible children to access a funded nursery place from the beginning
of the term after their third birthday. Both part-time (15 hours per week) and full-time
(30 hours per week) places are available at Tower Hamlets nurseries.

Who is nursery education
for?

Nursery Education is free for all
three to four-year-olds. Your child
is entitled to 15 hours free early
years education per week and this
is available from the term after their
third birthday.

The benefits of choosing
nursery education

Attending a nursery school or

a nursery class gives children a
valuable introduction to school. They
will have the opportunity to develop
their skills and to be part of a large
group of children of their own age.
We work in partnership with parents
to give your child the best possible
start to their education and prepare
them for reception class.

Our nurseries are run by
experienced, early years trained
teachers and supported by nursery
nurses and early years trained
teaching assistants.

Most nursery education in Tower
Hamlets nursery schools and
nursery classes has been rated
‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted.

The nursery day is arranged to
allow each child to develop at
their own pace. Nursery classes
are usually organised in the same
way as a school, with three terms.

A typical day in nursery consists of
two sessions: a morning session
from approximately 9am to 12pm
and an afternoon session from
approximately 12:30pm to 3:30pm.
Some settings offer wrap-around-
care which means children can
attend breakfast club (e.g. from
8am) and after school care (e.g.
until 5:30pm).

Nurseries welcome visits from
parents as we want you to feel
confident that you pick the right
setting for your child. It is well worth
visiting a few nursery settings
before making your application.

You can learn more about the early
years foundation stage from www.
towerhamlets.gov.uk/earlyyears
or the Department for Education
(DfE) website (www.gov.uk/dfe).

Nursery provision in
Tower Hamlets

Nursery schools and schools
with nursery classes

There are four nursery schools in
Tower Hamlets:

e Alice Model Nursery School

e Children’s House Nursery School
e Columbia Market Nursery School

More information about these
nursery schools can be found on
page 23.

Primary Schools with nursery
classes

There are 60 maintained primary
schools which have an attached
nursery class in Tower Hamlets.
A full list of these nursery schools
and classes, along with more
information about them, can be
found on page 23.

Other pre-school
provisions

Private, voluntary and independent
nurseries, preschools and

play groups also offer pre-

school provision. A list of these
providers is available from the
Family Information Service on

020 7364 6495.

Nursery class sessions

Nursery classes are part-time for
15 hours or full-time for 30 hours
each week during school term.

Usually children attend either a
morning or afternoon session of
three hours, or a full day. Where

a school offers both morning and
afternoon sessions, the school will
allocate the sessions. Sessions may
be allocated in consultation with
parents. No guarantee is made of
the session time when a place is
offered. Children from multiple births
will be offered the same session.

Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 7



Part-time and full-time
funding

All 3 to 4-year-olds in England
can get 570 free hours per year.
It's usually taken as 15 hours a
week for 38 weeks of the year,
but you can choose to take
fewer hours over more weeks.
Your child becomes eligible for
this the term after their third
birtnday, until the child reaches
compulsory school age i.e. the
term after their fifth birthday.

An additional free 15 hours may
be available for families where
both parents are working (or the
sole parent is working).

Typically, each parent must earn
the equivalent of 16 hours a week
at the national minimum or living
wage and less than £100,000 a
year to be eligible.

Introduction

For more information on eligibility
and how to obtain this go to:
www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-
costs/free-childcare-and-
education-for-2-to-4-year-olds
or www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.

Only part-time places will

be offered as part of this
coordinated scheme. Once your
child has been offered a part-
time place, you may request

a full-time place from your
nursery. Full-time places will be
subject to availability and will
depend on the eligibility criteria
and HMRC elgibility code proof.

Parents not eligible for the
additional free 15 hours may still
access a full-time place by paying
for additional hours. This fee will
be set by each nursery. Please
contact your local nursery for
further information.

] Y

Early learning for two-
year-olds

Some children may be eligible for
15 hours of funded childcare from
the term after their second birthday.
Unlike the nursery education for three
and four-year-olds which is open to
all, the early learning for two-year-
olds is only available to children and
families that meet certain criteria.

You can check whether your
child is eligible by going to:
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

Alternatively, you can go to your
nearest Children and Family Centre,
and they will be able to do the
check. For more information on
Children and Family Centres please
see page 26.

You can also call the Family
Information Service on

020 7364 6495. The Family
Information Service will also be able
to discuss with you what childcare
is available and what best suits you
and your child.
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Catchment area maps and schools list

Alice Model Nursery

Arnhem Wharf

Bangabandhu

Ben%onson London Borough

Bigland Green ofhackney

Blue Gate Fields Infants B -
Bonner (Mile End) X (33 s
Bygrove i / 1§ @ Area 2 (Bow)
Cayley T {46

Children’s House Nursery /® o (20} (28]
Chisenhale T -

Christ Church CE i E ® i © Area {(SiEpony) 5
Columbia Market Nursery &= ) 25 _ 41 o o
Columbia m@@ 1) Py

Cubitt Town e Argls -

Culloden RS e (Bethnal Green) & 21
Cyril Jackson N ] - @ o

Elizabeth Selby - @
& Lawdale Junior y ® o e © 0 @ﬂ@

19 English Martyrs RC e | '
20 Globe = @ £ = @ i
21 Halley = o, Area 5 (Wapping) > Area 3 (Poplar)
22 Harbinger ~ /
23 Harry,GOShng m i London Borough
24 Hermitage - of Southwark
25 John Scurr
26 Kobi Nazrul @
27 Lansbury Lawrence
28 Malmesbury 46 St John’s CE [2) (15
29 Manorfield 47 StlLuke's CE
30 Marion Richardson 48 St Mary & St Michael RC
31 Marner 49 St Paul’'s With St Luke’s CE \ @ @
32 Mayflower 50 St Paul’s Way Trust ; @
33 Mowlem 51 St Paul’'s Whitechapel CE London Borough
34 Mulberry Canon Barnett 52 St Peter’s (London Docks) CE ok i shan
35 Old Ford 53 St Saviours CE
36 Olga 54 Stebon Lendon Borough
37 Osmani 55 Stepney Greencoat CE of Creenwiah
38 Our Lady & St Joseph 56 Stepney Park
39 Seven Mills 57 Stewart Headlam and
40 Sir William Burrough Hague Federation
41 Solebay 58 The Clara Grant
42 St Agnes RC 59 Thomas Buxton
43 St Anne’s & 60 Virginia

Guardian Angels RC 61 Wellington
44 St Edmund’s RC 62 Wiliam Davis
45 St Elizabeth’s RC 63 Woolmore

London Borough
E of Newham

© o0 N O B~ WN =

—_
o

@
o ©

_ ek ek el ek o
0N O A WN =

Area 4 (Isle of Dogs)

Free/Academy/Foundation Trust Schools
Community Primary Schools
Nursery Schools

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools

N X=X ¥ |

Borough Boundary

To find out the catchment area for your home address, please view the maps or visit the website:

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/equalchance
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Schools in the catchment area

Community nursery schools
1 Alice Model Nursery

Community schools
with nursery class

3 Bangabandhu

4 Ben Jonson

9 Cayley

20 Globe School on the

Rachel Keeling site Bangabandhu Area 1 \
21 Halley (Stepney)
25 John Scurr b
30 Marion Richardson John Seurr ~ Solebay [l

56 Stepney Park

Voluntary aided schools
with nursery classs

55 Stepney Greencoat CE

Academy/Free schools
with nursery class

40 Sir William Burrough

41 Solebay — a Paradigm Academy
(uses same admissions policy as
community schools)

Area covered

South of Approach Road and Old Ford Road

West of Regents Canal
(up to the Railway Bridge on Grove Road)

West of Grove Road and Burdett Road
North of River Thames
East of Brodlove Lane and Devonport Street

East of Lukin Street

East of Sidney Street and Cambridge Heath Road

. Stepney Park

North of Commercial Road (from Lukin Street to Sidney Street)

School catchment area 1 (Stepney)

@ Globe

Alice Model ()
Ben Johnson

Halley @

Cayley @

Marion Richardson

~ Sir William Burrough

North of Limehouse Cut from Burdett Road to River Thames

Free/Academy/Foundation Trust Schools
Community Primary Schools
Nursery Schools

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools

N X=X ¥ |

Borough Boundary

To find out the catchment area for your home address, please view the maps or visit the website:

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/equalchance
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School catchment area 2 (Bow)

Free/Academy/Foundation Trust Schools
Community Primary Schools
Nursery Schools

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools

N X=X ¥ |

Borough Boundary

Chisenhale gd ford

o
Area 2 (Bow)

@ oiga

Malmesbury @ st Agnes RC

(D) Children’s House

Wellington @

Bonner
(Mile End)

Schools in the catchment area Area covered
Community nursery schools Voluntary aided schools e South of Approach Road and
42 St Agnes RC e South of Cadogan Terrace

Community schools e \\Vest of River Lea

with nursery class Academy/Free schools with
7 Bonner (Mile End) nursery class * East of Regents Canal (from
11 Chisenhale 35 Old Ford — Railway Bridge on Grover Road)

a Paradigm Academy and Burdett Road

(uses same admissions policy ~ ® North of the railway line
36 Olga as community schools) connecting Limehouse and

61 Wellington Bromley by Bow

28 Malmesbury

To find out the catchment area for your home address, please view the maps or visit the website:

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/equalchance
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School catchment area 3 (Poplar)

Marner @

Free/Academy/Foundation Trust Schools

Community Primary Schools

i}
The Clara Grant

Nursery Schools

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools

N X=X ¥ |

St Paul with St Luke CofE e i B
I St Paul’'s Way Foundation

2] *

Stebon St Saviours CofE

Bygrov.e ® Lawrence
Mayflower @
@ Woolmore
Cyril Jackson &
] Our Lady & St Joseph

Area 3 (Poplar)

Area covered

Schools in the catchment area

Community schools Academy/Free schools e South of the railway line
with nursery class with nursery class connecting Limehouse and
27 Lansbury Lawrence 8 Bygrove (uses same admission Bromley by Bow

29 Manorfield
31 Marner

32 Mayflower
63 Woolmore

Voluntary aided schools
with nursery class

38 Our Lady & St Joseph
49 St Paul’'s with St Luke’s CE
53 St Saviours CE

16

17
50

54

58

policy as community schools)

Culloden — a Paradigm Academy
(uses same admissions policy
as community schools)

Cyril Jackson

St Paul's Way Trust (uses

same admissions policy as
community schools)

Stebon (uses same admission
policy as community schools)
The Clara Grant (uses same
admission policy as community
schools)

West of River Lea

East of Burdett Road and the
River Thames

North of Blackwall Basin

To find out the catchment area for your home address, please view the maps or visit the website:

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/equalchance
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School catchment area 4 (Isle of Dogs)

Free/Academy/Foundation Trust Schools
Community Primary Schools
Nursery Schools

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools

N X=X ¥ |

Borough Boundary

. Seven Mills

Arnhem Wharf _ Cubitt Town

s ®
Area 4 (Isle of Dogs)

St Edmund’s RC St Luke’s CofE

Harbinger @

Schools in the catchment area Area covered
Community schools Voluntary aided schools e South of Blackwall Basin
with nursery class with nursery class including Wood Wharf

2 Armhem Wharf 44 St Edmund’s RC e North of River Thames
15 Cubitt Town 47 St Luke’'s CE

22 Harbinger

39 Seven Mills

To find out the catchment area for your home address, please view the maps or visit the website:

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/equalchance
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: - St Mary’s &
® Bigland Green st Michael’s
English_
City of \ Matyrs RC Blue Gate Fields o
London @ Infants & Junior
St Paul’s e
Whitechapel CofE

Free/Academy/Foundation Trust Schools
Community Primary Schools
Nursery Schools

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools

|
®
(N)
]

Schools in the catchment area

Borough Boundary

Community schools with nursery class
5 Bigland Green

6 Blue Gate Fields Infants

23 Harry Gosling

Voluntary aided schools with nursery class
19 English Martyrs RC

48 St Mary & St Michael RC

51 St Paul’'s Whitechapel CE

52 St Peter’s (London Docks) CE

Academy/Free schools with nursery class
24 Hermitage

34 Mulberry Canon Barnett
(uses same admissions policy as
community schools)

Areé 5 (Wapping)

Hermitage [l

School catchment area 5 (Wapping)

Harry Gosling

St Peter’s
‘London Docks CofE

Area covered

Tower Hamlets
South of Wentworth Street (up to Osborn Street)

South of Commercial Road
(from Whitechurch Lane to Lukin Street)

South of Poonah Street

West of Lukin Street, Devonport Street and Brodlove Lane
North of River Thames

East of Trinity Square, Mansell Street and Middlesex Street

City of London

South of Cornhill, Leadenhall Street, Aldgate High Street
South of Harrow Place (from White Kennet Street)

West of Middlesex Street, Mansell Street and Trinity Square
North of River Thames

East of King Williams Street

To find out the catchment area for your home address, please view the maps or visit the website:

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/equalchance
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Schools in the catchment area

Community nursery
schools

School catchment area 6 (Bethnal Green)

13 Columbia Market

59 Thomas Buxton
62 William Davis

Voluntary Aided schools

Nursery - St Elizabeth’s RC/
with nursery class i ;
Community schools 12 Christ Church CE w _ St John's CofE
"‘gthEl"'ugse;VSc:gsz 45 St Elizabeth's RC R e "
1 izabeth Selby , e arr @ Lawdale
Lawdale Junior 6 StJohn's CE £ Columbia Ihfanlbig Junior
26 Kobi Nazrul Academy/Free schools 1 7} - Market
33 Mowlem with nursery class U\ Virgtaa! Stewart Headlam
37 Osmani 14 Columbia , e
43 St Anne’s & N
57 Stewart Headlam and _ Hackney |
Hague Federation Guardian AT
Angels RC homas E
60 Virginia @ Osmani
Free/Academy/Foundation Trust Schools . (B“hnammn)

N X=X X

Community Primary Schools
Nursery Schools

Voluntary Aided Primary Schools
Borough Boundary

Area covered

Tower Hamlets

South of Hackney Road (from
Shoreditch High Street to
Goldsmiths Row), South of Teale
Street Pritchard’s Road and
Regent’s Canal

West of Approach Road and
Old Ford Road

West of Cambridge Heath Road
and Sidney Street

North of Commercial Road
(from Sidney Street to
Whitechurch Lane)

North of Wentworth Street (from

Osborn Street to Middlesex Street)

East of Middlesex Street, Norton
Folgate and Boundary Street

A

City of London \ @ KobiNazrul

Hackney

South of Ash Grove and Earlston Grove

East of Fremont Street

West and South of Christchurch Square

North of Regent’s Canal (up to Ash Grove)

South of Dunloe Street (from Dawson Street to Columbia Road)
West of Columbia Road

North of Hackney Road

East of Weymouth Terrace (from Hackney Road to 14 Dunloe Court)
South of Cremer Street

West of Hackney Road, Boundary Street and Shoreditch High Street
North of Worship Street East of Scrutton Street, Christina Street,
Gatesborough Street, Great Eastern Street and Curtain Road

East of Shoreditch High Street (from Rivington Street to Waterson
Street) and Nazrul Street City of London

e South of South Place, Sun Street, Appold Street and Worship Street
e West of Norton Folgate and Bishopsgate
[ ]

North of Cornhill
East of Prince’s Street and Moorgate

To find out the catchment area for your home address, please view the maps or visit the website:

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/equalchance
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Closing date

The closing date for applications
is Friday 14 February 2026.

All applications made during the
application period are treated in
the same way in accordance with
the procedure described in the
following sections. Applications
are not processed on a first come
first served basis.

Applying after the
closing date

Applications received after 14
February 2026 will be dealt with
after all on-time applications

have been considered. Many
nurseries will not have any places
available after considering on-time
applications.

How decisions are made

The School Admissions Service
Team will process applications
and coordinate the decisions for all
those who apply.

Your application for each school

is processed individually and, in
each case, a decision is taken to
determine whether or not your child
can be offered a place.

If we find that we can place your
child at more than one of your
school preferences only one school
will be allocated. This will be for the
highest preference school at which
an offer can be made.

The decisions on applications

for Tower Hamlets community
nurseries are made by the Local
Authority. If a Tower Hamlets
community nursery receives more
applications than places available,

Nursery admission

the decision on whether or not a
place can be offered will be made
in accordance with the Local
Authority’s admission criteria set
out in priority order as follows:

1. Children looked after by the
Local Authority including adopted
children who were previously
looked after and children who
leave care under a special
guardianship or residence order.
This also includes children who
were previously in care abroad;

2. Children for whom it is deemed
there is strong educational,
medical or social reason to
attend the school applied to
(see note 1);

3. Children living within the
catchment area who have a
sibling attending the school
(including the school of separate
infant and junior schools) and
who will continue to do so on the
date of admission (see note 2);

4. Children whose parent is a
member of staff who has
been employed at the school
concerned for two or more
years at the time of application
and/or children of a member of
staff who has been recruited to
fill a vacancy for which there is
a demonstrable skill shortage;

5. Children who live within the
catchment area of the school
and for whom the school
applied for is their nearest
community school within the
catchment area;

6. Other children from within the
catchment area of the school;

7. Children living outside of the
catchment area with a sibling
at the school;

8. Children living outside of the
catchment area of the school
applied to.

Notes

Note 1: This can include the
parents’, carers’ or other family
members’ medical conditions
and the family’s social needs.
Parents must complete

the relevant section on the
application form and attach
medical and/or social reports
from a suitable professional
(e.g. a doctor or social worker)
to support the application.

Note 2: Sibling means a
whole, half or step-brother
or step-sister resident at the
same address.

Tie-break

In the event of oversubscription
within categories 3, 4, 5, 6,

7 and 8 above, priority will

be given to children who live
closest to the school by the
shortest walking distance. A
digitised ordnance survey map
is used to measure the distance
from the home address to the
school’s designated official
entrance. In the event of two
distances being the same,

a decision will be made by
random allocation.

Confirmation of address

Applications should be submitted
according to where the child
normally resides. This will normally
be with an adult or adults who
have legal responsibility for the
child. Where the child lives at the
property for part of the week with
different adults who have legal
responsibility, the address where
the child spends the majority of the
week will normally be used.
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If time is spent between two
homes equally, the parents/carers
must agree the address to be
used and a single application
should then be made. This will
commonly be where child benefit
is payable, however all evidence
will be taken into account.

Parents will be required to provide
acceptable independent proof of
their child’s address. This may
include council tax records. They
must make sure that the application
form they complete is accurate

and must contact the Admissions
Service and tell their child’s
headteacher if there is a relevant
change after it has been submitted.
Places may be withdrawn if false
information is entered on the
application form. Parents who

do not provide evidence of their
child’s address as requested, or

Nursery admission

provide conflicting or inconclusive
information, may have the place
withdrawn even if it has already
been accepted.

Admission arrangements
for voluntary aided
schools, academies and
free schools

For voluntary aided schools,
free schools and academies,

it is the school’'s governors who
will make decisions, based on
the information you provided in
your application and the school’s
Supplementary Information
Form (SIF). Admission policies
and oversubscription criteria
for these schools can be

found on their websites or at
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
schooladmissions.

The Paradigm Academies
(Culloden, Old Ford and
Solebay), St Paul's Way
Foundation Trust School, The
LETTA Trust Primary Schools
(Bygrove Primary School and
Stebon Primary School) and
The Clara Grant Primary School
have delegated decisions

on admissions to the Local
Authority and, therefore, use
the same oversubscription
criteria as Tower Hamlets
community schools.

Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 17



Understanding school
catchment areas and the
oversubscription criteria

Tower Hamlets Local Authority
seeks to operate an admissions
system that provides equal

and fair opportunities to all
applicants. This includes
having due regard to children
living in areas where there are
limited options in applying for
a local school place.

School catchment area

A school catchment area is a
geographically defined boundary
used to help provide children with
fairer access to a local school
and ensure all schools in an area
have an equal share of children.

A child living in the school’s
catchment area will, therefore,
be given priority over a child
living outside of the school’s
catchment area. This does not
affect admission categories
where children with a statement
of special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND) or an
Education, Health and Care Plan
(EHCP) are considered before
any other admission. Catchment
areas also do not affect Looked
After children who are given
priority in the admission policy.
Other exceptional cases, such
as medical and social reasons,
will also be given priority

before children living in the
catchment area.

There are six school catchment
areas for admission to Tower
Hamlets community schools.
The Paradigm Academies
(Culloden, Old Ford and Solebay),

St Paul’'s Way Trust Primary
School, Bygrove Primary School,
Stebon Primary School and The
Clara Grant Primary School also
use these catchment areas in
their admissions criteria. Each
catchment area has several
schools that you can choose from.

Maps of each catchment area and
the schools within them can be
found on pages 9-15.

To find out which catchment area
you live in, view the maps on pages
9-15 or visit:
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
equalchance

Nearest school within
the catchment area

Higher priority is given to children
who apply to the nearest school
within their catchment area.
This reduces the possibility of

a family having to undertake an
unreasonable journey to school
and provides equal opportunity
for families living in parts of

the borough where there are

a limited number of schools.
Please see the examples on the
next page which show how this
works in practice.

Equal preference system

A model where all applications
are treated equally in accordance
with the admissions policy.
Therefore, if a nursery receives
more applications than it has
places available, the admission
criteria will be applied to each
application with no consideration
given to whether or not the
nursery is the first, second, or
third preference.

Understanding school catchment
areas and the oversubscription criteria

Distance criteria

When there are more children
within one of the admission
priorities than there are places
remaining at the school, the Local
Authority must decide who to
offer places to. Priority will be
given to children who live closest
to the school by the shortest
walking distance.

For example, a school may have
25 places remaining once all
children for whom the school

is the nearest school in the
catchment area, but there are

30 other children who have
applied and live within the same
catchment area. The 25 children
that live closest to the school will
be offered a place and the five
children that live furthest from the
school will not be offered a place.
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Understanding school catchment
areas and the oversubscription criteria

Example 1

In this example, Child A, Child B,
Child C and Child D have all
applied to Green School.

Green School is the nearest
school for Child A, Child B and
Child C. The nearest school
for Child D is Blue School.

Given that Green School is
Child A, Child B and Child
C’s nearest school, their
applications will have higher
priority than Child D’s.

The highest priority would

be given to Child B who

lives 250m away from Green
School, followed by Child C,
who lives 400m away and
then Child A, who lives 800m
away. These children would,
therefore, be ranked in order
of priority as follows:

Admissions | Ranking
Criteria Order

Priority 5 -

school in 2. Child C
catchment 3. Child A
area

Priority 6 —

catchment 4. Child D
area

Note: Although Child D
lives closer to Green School
than Child A, Child A will
have higher priority because
Green School is Child A’s
nearest school.

Example 2

This example is similar to
the first one, but here Child
B has decided not to apply
to Green School, which is
Child B’s nearest school.

Even though Child B lives
closer to Green School
than the other children,
Child B would not be
considered for a place at
Green School, because
no application was made.
The ranking in order of
priority would therefore be
as follows:

Admissions | Ranking
Criteria Order

Priority 5 -
nearest 1. Child C

school in Chi
catchment 2. Child A

area

Priority 6 —
catchment
area

3. Child D

Note: Child B’s applications
to Blue and White School
would not be considered
under the nearest school
criterion because neither of
these schools are Child B’s
nearest school.

Apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk 19



Application outcomes

Notification of decisions

If your application is received

on or before the closing date

(14 February 2026), the School
Admissions Service will notify you
of the outcome of your application
by letter and email. The letter will
be sent on 11 May 2026 and will
name the nursery at which a place
has been offered for your child.
The email will be sent after 5pm
on the same day. This offer will
be for a part-time place only.

If you have not been offered a place
at your chosen nurseries, you will
be sent a list of nurseries that still
have places remaining and given
the opportunity to visit and apply to
one of these nurseries. Your child
will also be placed on the waiting
list for your preferred nursery.

You must accept or decline the
offer of a place by 26 May 2026
so that nursery places can then
be re-allocated. If you do not reply
by 26 May 2026, the offer may

be withdrawn.

You must accept
or decline the
offer of a place
by 26 May 2026

Contact the School Admissions
Service on 020 7364 5006 or
email school.admissions@
towerhamlets.gov.uk for more
information

Appeals

As nursery is non-statutory,
parents do not have the right of
appeal if they do not get their
preferred nursery choice. However,
parents may contact the Local
Authority for more information on
the reason as to why their child
was not offered a place.

Waiting lists

All children will automatically be
added to the waiting lists of higher
preference nurseries than the one
offered, unless parents ask to

remove their child from a waiting list.

Waiting lists for Tower Hamlets
community nurseries will be kept
and maintained by the School
Admissions Service in the order
of priorities set out on page 16.

Waiting lists for Own Admission
Authority nurseries i.e. voluntary
aided schools, academies and free
schools will be kept and maintained
by the nursery itself.

Post offer process

After 11 May 2026, unsuccessful
applicants will automatically be
added to the waiting list for their
preferred nursery. At this stage
consideration will be given to late
applicants (i.e. those that applied
after 14 February 2026) alongside
those that were unsuccessful in
the initial round of offers.

From 7 June 2026, the School
Admissions Service will identify
nursery places for any children
that are unplaced and those that
applied late.

From September 2026, parents
wishing to make an in-year transfer
application, or parents who wish to
make an application who have not
yet done so, must make an In-Year
Nursery application.

If your child turns three during the
2026/27 school year, you may
apply for a nursery place for the
term following their third birthday.
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Frequently asked questions about
nursery admission

When can my child
start nursery?

Children can start nursery from the
term following their third birthday.

If your child was born between

1 September 2022 and 31 August
2023 and you would like a nursery
place for September 2026, you
must submit an online application
by 14 February 2026.

For guidance on how to make an
application, please see page 29.

What if | want a
nursery place before
September 2026?

If you would like a nursery

place for your child for the term
following their third birthday but
before September 2026 i.e. in
January or April 2026, please
refer to page 28 for advice on
how to make an in-year nursery
application, or contact the School
Admissions Service.

What if | am not a
Tower Hamlets
resident but would like a
place at a Tower Hamlets

nursery?

If you are not a resident of Tower
Hamlets but wish to apply for a
Tower Hamlets nursery, you can
also submit an online application
via the Eadmissions website:
www.eadmissions.org.uk.

For information on private or
voluntary nurseries or playgroups,
you can contact them directly or you
can contact the Family Information
Service on 020 7364 6495.

Will my child be offered
a full-time place?

The Local Authority will only
offer part-time places i.e. for 15
hours per week. Once your child
has been offered a part-time place,
you may request a full-time place
from your nursery.

What if my child
turns three during
the 2025/26 school year?

If your child turns three during the
2025/26 school year, you may
apply for a nursery place for the
term following their third birthday
by making an in-year application.
For information on how to do
that, please refer to page 28.
Alternatively, you can contact the
School Admissions Service.

Can my child
attend more than
one provision?

It is not recommended for a child
to be attending more than one
type of under-fives activity (e.g.
playgroup in the morning and
nursery class in the afternoon).
The adjustment is too demanding
and confusing for most children of
this age and much of the benefit
from either activity could be lost.

Can | transfer my child
between nurseries?

Once children are admitted to
nursery education, it is in their
interests to remain at that school
until they have to move on and start
reception class. Children take at
least a term to settle and can find it
very upsetting to move at this stage.

Transfers will only take place at
the start of each term and should
only be considered if a family

has moved from the area or on
exceptional grounds. Please refer
to page 28 for more information.

If my child is already

in the school’s
nursery class, is there an
automatic right to a place
in the reception class?

No. When parents apply for their
children to start reception, no
priority is given to children that
attend the nursery of the school.
The decision on whether or not a
place can be offered will be made
in accordance with the school’s
admission policy. The policy used
for community schools in Tower
Hamlets is explained on page 16.

You must submit an online application by 14 February 2026
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Before you apply - dos and don’ts

Before you apply:

DO:
Visit nurseries — this is the best way to get Ask the School Admissions Service Team
a feel for the nursery. You can meet staff, for advice.

ask questions and see the nursery in action.
2 H Make sure you press ‘submit’ when you finish

Read this booklet - It is important you your online application. You should receive a
understand the policy and process. reference number confirming safe receipt.

Think about what is right for your child T
— don’t rely on what others tell you, do your DON’T:

own research. Put private (independent) fee paying
nurseries on your application — you should
apply directly to the private nursery.

N

Think about the journey — how easy will it
be to get to the nursery?

&

Wait until the last minute to apply — you may
have problems logging in or getting online. Give
yourself plenty of time to think things through.

Check the admissions criteria and how likely
it is that your child would be offered a place.

&

Use all your preferences — List nearest
nurseries for convenience

&

List only one nursery — your application
won't be treated more favourably and you
could lose out on another nursery you like.

T = e
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Catchment

Nursery schools and
schools with Nursery classes

places availablet

Number of

Full time
places

Breakfast

After school

Telephone
and website

Cahir Street, London, E14 3QP

Alice Model Nursery School Stepney Community | 75 Yes | Yes | Yes 020 7790 5425

14 Beaumont Grove, London, E1 4NQ www.alicemodel.weebly.com

??rr;]ehn;n\wlv glzge},j'l’_i(r)nnﬁgns,gzo?:RP Isle of Dogs Community | 52 Yes Yes No a/%/\(/)vﬁ:ght?;\?vharfprimaryschool.com
\?V‘Z;gs:: aSr;rdeZL:, PLZ?;;%,SEC;(O)I?'B Stepney Community | 60 ves No No \?vz\/f/)m?gigg;):bi?]dhu.towerhamlets.sch.uk
522;?;32&, London, E1 4PZ Stepney Community 67 Yes Yes Yes a/%\(/)v\zgzgji:wl?)n.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Siigll<'aarr11((jj S(,;t:::trj Eg:?jz;y E?g?\lolg Wapping Community | 80 ves No No a/%/ev%?gzla?%gzieen.towerhamlets.sch.uk
pB<|IrL:§ S:J%Tzlwdes, ILrgr?g;r?,cgoglEH Wapping Community | 75 Yes Yes Yes a/%/s)ng?uoegaegﬁeldsinfant.co.uk
Sgn;;e'\:lygtfg;,')&rggc?r/xs EC(;1 Zcé)lE Bow Community | 36 Yes Yes Yos \?\/%t)vigggrlgrgiwerhamlets.sch.uk
Sigrrgvf gtrrien;iriosn%?flE14 6DN Poplar Academy 52 | Yes | Yes | Yes \?v%(v)vzg;isgfowerham|ets.sch.uk
2:?&?3?:;21?[%:522054 NG Stepney Community 2 Yes Yes Yes Svis)vzzzglgjtgo?/verhamlets.sch.uk

SZh ilB?’L?eISRggs,s Eo,:g;sriréBSggim Bow Community | 83 Yes | Yes | Yes \?V%E)vﬁgﬁﬁ)dfgr?fhouse.towerhamIets.sch.uk
82::::2;5:52?%:522?% 5QY Bow Community | 36 Yes | Yes | Yes alzjl)mﬁgﬁi(;:rlsf;e.towerhamIets.sch.uk
4C7hAriEtr(i::l:;cr;lz,ci%ffdzgTnEir}égt(jhooI Bethnal Green X(i)clll;rc]itary 80 Yes | Yes ves sz\/s)vz.(zzﬁ:is%ﬁirohprimarybricklane.org
88:32 tt))ii: %Zﬁetc:\:wlggr? r}I/EZS (;E%OI Bethnal Green | Community | 96 Yes | Yes | Yes \?vz\/f/)vzzgisj;iimarket.towerhamIets.sch.uk
ggllzgt?iiaa F?ggjfiyoﬁggr?? I|E2 7RG Bethnal Green | Academy . Yes Yes Yes \?v%f/)vzgﬁjSﬁ%?:.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Venchestor Road, London, E1aaNE | 19801Dogs | Communty | 90| Yes | No | No | LB

gglelzogt?ge? iE;ré,o_né EP1a éll’a(gjllng feademy Poplar Academy 70 Yes | Yes | Yes gtztg;?/(csjlll)?e%academy. paradigmtrust.org
ggtzitlhdgzﬁ?ng FI)_riinT:hrgusthgngjseway, Poplar Academy 64 Yes | Yes | Yes \?\/zx/a)\;isrﬁljizion.towerhamlets.sch.uk
London, E14 8AQ

glligaBt;TmaSI gfgegnlf:?on;déizgggn, E2 6PP Bethnal Green | Gommunity 80 Yes Yes Yes szvfl)vzgﬁzgagje?;selby.school

English Martyrs RC Primary School Wapping VQIuntary 30 Yes | Yes | yes 0207 709 Q182

St Marks Street, London, E1 8DJ Aided www.englishmartyrs.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Bularc loce, Morpath Sol. £2 0pS | S19PNeY | Community | 1201 | Yes | Yes | Yes | b L o i

::”eeyy gtrrien;iriicdr;?lazx 7SS Stepney Community | 30 | Yes | No | No \(/)v%\(/)vﬁgﬁe?/gg\]verhamlets.sch.uk
Harbinger Primary School Isle of dogs Community | 60 Yes | Yes No 020 7987 1924

www.harbingerschool.co.uk

T The number of places available may change and are subject to availability.
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Harry Gosling Primary School

Catchment

places availablet

Number of

Nursery schools and
schools with Nursery classes

Full time
places

Breakfast

After school

Telephone
and website

020 7481 1650

Fairclough Street, London, E1 INT Wapping Community | 52 ves No No www.harrygoslingprimary.co.uk

c;:g k:;ang\?vz;,i Tg;}é?;hé)ﬁ)v 2PT Wapping Academy 60 Yes | Yes | Yes a/%/\(/)vﬂgfr;i?sge.towerhamlets.sch.uk
JC%?J%aSscggezf[i,nlzxjgr?,h I;O I4AX Stepney Community | 80 ves No No \(/)vz\/f/)\/\zjz)i%Sfj:rprimary.weebly.com
ggttt)lieNSatf(reZIt,PLr:Jn;S%jsgr ?LcJ)lF’ Bethnal Green | Gommunity | 60 Yes Yes Yes a/%\(/)vz.izgiiggrsul.towerhamlets.sch.uk
éi?jgﬁiar yslt_l'z\é\lttessr? dE:TEi? 6S [t):; o Poplar Community | 90 Yes Yes Yes a/%\(/)vz i?;t;ﬁ?/zwrence.towerhamIets.sch.uk
gc?érgisggr;yef riLrg:cri}énS,CEhS? SIAB Bow Community 52 Yes Yes Yes a/%/s)m??nifl)nfgsgt?uryschool.uk

Oﬂvicggfrgjez rli_rg:ééricg(:loéQD Poplar Community 60 Yes No No \?\/%t)vzsnsgn;?f?jd.tovverhamlets.sch.uk
gﬂ:r::gg gtif:;ftlj_so?:jopnri,né?rggshom Stepney Community o0 Yes Yes No \(/)v%\(/)v;;%?i;ﬁ;hardson.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Devas Street, London, £ 3L Poplar Communty | 104 | Yes | Yes | No | i mary.com

L'\J/Ipag;ll? rllg:trﬁ’rsiq;gg, SLg:ggln, E14 6DU Poplar Community | 52 es Yes Yes \(I)V%E)V\Z?nsf:l?yﬁg\?vir.towerhamIets.sch.uk
l\’\ﬂg\\llvvlfr? SF;rIiSriT;f\:));)S \7\7a(§/?ll_ondon, E2 OHE Bethnal Green | Community | 27 Yes | Yes | Yes alz\fl)mfirznll(?\/\?sgliowerhamlets.sch.uk

g LLerlw?scr)rrég g?l?er;’? i?:égﬁriga;égcmol Wapping Academy 60 Yes | Yes No \?\/%E)V\Zigc?r?s;metttowerhamIets.sch.uk
SJ?QE?SREZZ,T&&T?? i’c'>g|_n|;)ACademy Bow Academy 150 | Yes | Yes ves gﬁg:?/i%gog)rgicademy.paradigmtrust.org
E)ella?r;ri:m;cgds,ig?\(élon, E3 5DN Bow Community | 39 Yes Yes Yes \?v%f/)viglg:a.giv?erhamlets.sch.uk

\?:‘Ilr::cr;]é E}ggﬁ;r{;%fg?la 5AD Bethnal Green | Community 120 Yes Yes No \?V%S)V\zigniait.)‘iwerhamlets.sch.uk
gﬁ:nﬁséihito\ljoseph o Poplar X%l;rc]itary 60 Yes No No \?vz\/s)v%(laséjl.t?)?/vi?hamlets.sch.uk

Wades Place, London, E14 ODE

fAZ\I/:ga':/lglt?eZgTz:w}égrcw,hlgﬂ 8LY Isle Of Dogs Community 50 Yes No No \?\/%E)V\ZESZeiB;r?iﬁs.towerhamIets.sch.uk
Semon Lane London, E14 7Pa | Steeney | Academy | 41| Yes | No | No | oS g et

ggllgi?:;/ Street, London, E1 4PW Stepney Academy o2 Yes | Yes ves g‘ﬁgg/g/gglegégjacademy.paradigmtrust.org
E%;iﬁ?wir:levs\/;?grri\r;:r:?/ ESSCQE(FJ%I Bow X?(;L;r;tary 26 Yes No No \(/)vzvsvigﬁggsnoe?towerhamlets.sch.uk
E:igr;r:;’;fhgglardian fnoeie e Bethnal Green = Academy 37 Yes Yes Yes \?V%/?V\Zgn?ggchool.org.uk

Underwood Road, London, E1 5AW

St Edmund's RC Primary School Isle of Dogs VQIuntary 30 Yes No Yes 020 7987 2546

299 Westferry Road, London, E14 3RS Aided www.st-edmunds-school.org

T The number of places available may change and are subject to availability.

24 Starting Nursery in Tower Hamlets 2026




(]
(2]
E2
(]
< o
=
Q
£ 5
3 c
Zc©

Catchment

Nursery schools and
schools with Nursery classes

places availablet

Number of

Full time
places

Breakfast

After school

Telephone
and website

37 Woolmore Street, London, E14 OEW

St Elizabeth's RC Primary School Voluntary 020 8980 3964

Bonner Road, London, E2 9JY Bethnal Green | \ieq 80 | Yes | Yes | Yes | w.stelizabeth.uk

St John's CofE Primary School Voluntary 020 8980 1142

Peel Grove, London, E2 9LR Bethnal Green Aided 29 Yes Yes No www.st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk

St Luke's CofE Primary School Isle of Dogs Voluntary 60 No Yes | Yes 020 7987 1753

Saunders Ness Road, London, E14 3EB 9 Aided www.st-lukes.towerhamlets.sch.uk

St Mary & St Michael RC Primary School Waboin Voluntary on Yes | VYes | Yes 020 7790 4986

Sutton Street, London, E1 0BD ppIng Aided www.st-marymichael.towerhamlets.sch.uk
SthauI s with St Luke's CofE Voluntary 020 7987 4694

Primary School Poplar Aided 52 Yes | Yes | Yes www.spsl.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Leopold Street, London, E3 4LA -Spsl. T

St Paul's Way Trust Primary School 020 7987 1883

32 St Paul's Way, London, E3 4AL Poplar Academy 89 Yes | Yes | Yes www.spwt.net

St Paul's Whitechapel CofE

Primary School Wapping X?Cli:gtary 26 Yes | Yes No \?v%fl)vziio e?fl?towerhamlets sch.uk
Wellclose Square, London, E1 8HY stp : T

St Peter's London Docks CofE

Primary School Wapping X(i)dlzrétary 30 Yes Yes Yes \?v%f/)vzi?Sefgriorimar ora.uk

Garnet Sreet, London, E1W 3QT Stp P y-0rg-

St Saviours CofE Primary School Poblar Voluntary 50 Yes No No 020 7987 4889

Chrisp Street, London, E14 6BB P Aided www.stsavioursschool.org.uk

Stebon Primary School 020 7987 4237

Burdett Estate, Wallwood Street, E14 7AD Poplar Academy 104 Yes Yes Yes www.stebon.org.uk

Stepney Greencoat CofE

Primary School Stepney X(i)clil;gtary S0 Yes | Yes ves \?v%?vs/? gt?a? r?e2 Ozreenooat towerhamlets.sch.uk
Norbiton Road, E14 7TF -S1epPneyg : SOn-
Stepney Park Primary School . 020 7884 5225

Smithy Street, London, E1 3BW Stepney Community | 90 Yos | Yes | Yes www.stepneypark.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Stewart Headlam and Hague

Federation Nursery* Bethnal Green = Community | 22 Yes | Yes No a/%\(/)\;;fegvvga?:r?eadlam towerhamlets.sch.uk
Wilmot Street, London, E2 OBP ) ) ! )
The Clara Grant Primary School 020 7987 4564

Knapp Road, London,E3 4BU Poplar Academy 46 ves es No www.claragrant.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Thomas Buxton Primary School . 020 7247 3816

Buxton Street, London E1 5AR Bethnal Green | Community | 60 ves No No www.thomasbuxton.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Virginia Primary School 020 7739 6195

Virginia Road, London, E2 7NQ Bethnal Green | Academy 26 ves No No www.virginia.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Wellington Primary School ) 020 8980 2413

Wellington Way, London, E3 4NE Bow Community | 50 Yes | Yes No www.wellington.towerhamlets.sch.uk
William Davis Primary School ) 020 7739 1511

Wood Close, Cheshire Street, E2 6ET Bethnal Green | Gommunity 26 Yes Yes Yes www.williamdavis.org.uk

Woolmore Primary School Poplar Community | 52 Yes | Yes No 020 7987 2778

www.woolmore.towerhamlets.sch.uk

T The number of places available may change and are subject to availability.
* Stewart Headlam and Hague Primary schools are a Federation and whilst they will continue to take nursery applications separately,
their nursery site for both schools will be based in Hague Primary school as a single site.
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Children and Family Centres

Tower Hamlets Early Help & Children and Families Service provides support to children,
young people and their families at the earliest point when challenges first arise and to

stop these from escalating.

Early Help is primarily delivered

through our 12 Children and Family

Centres, a place where parents,

carers or families with children from

birth — 19 years of age (or up to 25
with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities) can go to and

use play facilities, join groups and
receive support.

Children and Family Centres aim to
improve outcomes for all children,
young people and their families
by shaping:
e child development and

school readiness

® parenting aspirations and
parenting skills

e child and family health and
life chances.

Children and Family Centres work
with parents, families, settings
and the community from as

early as possible to make sure
children are ready for school. The
centres offer a range of support
to parents including dedicated
school readiness workshops
which include toilet training and
managing behaviour.

There are 12 Children’s Centres across the borough each offering
both universal and targeted services for families:

North West Locality

Meath Gardens
1 Smart Street
London E2 OSN
020 7364 0349

North East Locality

Mowlem

Wadeson Street
London E2 9DL
020 7364 7935

Collingwood

St Bartholomew Gardens
Buckhurst Street

London E1 5QT

020 7364 0539

Overland Marner
60 Parnell Road
Bow, London E3 2RU

020 7364 1925

South West Locality

Marner Centre
Devas Street
London E3 3LL
020 7364 3534

Mile End

9 Bede Square
Joseph Street
London E3 4GY
020 7364 7557

Wapping and Bigland John Smith
90 Stepney Way
London E1 2EN

15 Richard Street
London E1 2JP

Ocean
Whitehorse Road
London E1 OND

020 7364 0423/6004 020 7364 0537 020 7364 6605
South East Locality

Around Poplar Chrisp Street Isle of Dogs
115 Three Colt Street 45 Kerbey Street  Millwall Park

London E14 8AP
020 7364 0540

London E14 6AH Stebondale Street
020 7364 2856

London E14 3BX
020 7364 1179

All Children and Family Centre
services are free, and they
include:

+/ universal sessions (Stay and
Play, starting solids, school
readiness, baby massage
and breastfeeding support)

«/ drop-in fun play activities,
such as ball pools, sandpits,
building blocks, story book
and baby play areas, and
sensory play

+ targeted sessions (Little
Talkers, Invitation to Play,
healthy eating, breastfeeding
support, etc)

v support with Early Learning
applications

«/ parenting programmes

« support into employment:
Tower Hamlets WorkPath;
adult learning courses

 specialist programmes (e.g.
Positive Change)

«/ Healthy Start vitamins and
vouchers

«/ signposting and referral on
to appropriate services
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Children and Family Centres

Tower Hamlets Children and
Family Centres Locality

W
A,
arner

Meath Gardens

[ collingwood [ North West Locality '
I Meath Gardens [ North East Locality
B vowiem [ south West Locality
.| Mile End ] south East Locality
Marner

- Overland

|| John Smith

[ ocean

- Vwapping For more information on Children and Family Centres please
|| Around Poplar visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/childrenandfamilycentres.
D Chrisp Street Alternatively, you can contact the Family Information Service

on 020 7364 6495 or email fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk.

- Isle of Dogs

® Crown copyright and database rights 2018 Ordnance Survey, London Borough of Tower Hamlets 100019288
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Transferring from one
nursery to another
(in-year nursery transfer)

If you want to transfer your child
from one nursery to another please
visit the Tower Hamlets website for
more information on Nursery In-
Year admissions.

Once children are in nursery,
transfers to other nurseries (in-year
transfers) will only take place at the
start of each term (i.e. January and
April), unless there are exceptional
circumstances for a transfer to be
considered earlier.

It is not always possible for a
child to transfer to another school
if that school is already full or if
there are more applicants than
places available at the time you
make your application. Your child
will, therefore, be placed on the
school’s waiting list in line with the
school’s admission criteria.

Transfer Application
point closing date
Spring Term

(January 2026 géz?sctober
Start)

Summer Term 31 Januar
(April 2026 2006 y
Start)

In-year admission

The Local Authority will consider
transfer requests in line with the
timetable below.

If your child turns three during the
2025/26 school year, you may
apply for a nursery place for the
term following their third birthday
i.e. January 2026 or April 2026.

For more information on submitting
an in-year nursery application,
please visit www.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/schooladmissions.

Admission to primary
school

Whether or not your child is
accepted for a nursery class place,
you will need to apply separately
for a place in the reception class
of a primary school.

Parents sent

notification

21 November
2025

21 February
2026

There is no automatic right
of transfer from the nursery
class to the reception class
in the same school, and
attending a nursery class
does not give any priority for
admission to reception class
at the same school.

You can apply for a reception
place at a different primary school
to one where your child attends
the nursery.

Children eligible for nursery in
2026/27 would normally start
primary school in September 2027.

The application period for
admission to reception class in
2027 will be from 1 September
2026 to 15 January 2027. A booklet
with information about applying for
a reception place will be available
online at www.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/schooladmissions from

1 September 2026.
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A step-by-step guide to
applying online

To start your online application please visit:

www.eadmissions.org.uk

You can also use the link from the Local Authority’s website:
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions

Registration

e:,\ nissions M Home ©MHelp @About B Local Authority Detalls m

Go to www.eadmissions.org.uk

This will take you to the welcome

page — click on ‘Create a new

account’ — see figure 1. First time visitors Returning visitors Find schools
g S o

Welcome to eAdmissions

Create a new account Sign into an existing In your area.
account.
H H Register FEind
If you have previously applied :
using the online system you will be
able to log in without the need for Jnpckint Information
reg |S t ra t | O n ) the year starting Seplember 2021. You can apply for a place in

Figure 1

Then enter your details and click
“Continue’ — see figure 2.

(&) Admissions @ Admissions
You will then need to create st Account Created Successfully
a paSSWO rd (please nOte the FP":::;C::I:‘M« below Your usermams is smith7776.uso
password for future reference). o
W have sent you an email 1o validate your email
Mr | address. Please click on the link in this email to complete
- g your aecount’s creation before allempling 1o log into the
rf" e website

John
You will receive confirmation that |L3m..h
your USO account has been set up o= E e (A
and will be sent a reminder of your swiaan | | segen questions

username — see figure 3.
| e Crovens servaet @ 1“'

You will need to validate your email
address by clicking on the link in
the email that is sent to you.

Figure 2 Figure 3
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A step-by-step guide to
applying online

Start an application

B,‘..i.:.i:-...,;: Febais @y @Mow Bl Aoy Detils & ok 211w

You can now log in with your email
or username and will be directed to
the home page - see figure 4.

Test Admissions (M)
DOB. 01012008 Posicode EH 2BG.

Your Home Page

From here you can make a new
application, edit an existing
application, view the details of
any application already submitted
and view the outcome of your
application once it is available.

EALcEt Cotaty
Dpiats chid etmits

Click on ‘Start Application’ to begin. Figure 4

Stage 1 - Child details

o
FI” in yOUr Chlld’S detalls aﬂd Details Preferences Submit Documents
then click ‘Save and continue’ — _—
see figure 5. Child details

Child's name must be as it appears on their birth certificate

First Name *

Middle Name
Last Name *
Date of Birth * @

R e
Gender * @
Osey(Doin

Address* ©
Use your home address

MULBERRY PLACE TOWN HALL
5 CLOVE CRESCENT

LONDOM

E1428G

Figure 5
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A step-by-step guide to
applying online

Stage 2 -
School preferences
G0
Here yOU can app|y for Up tO SiX Details Preferences Submit Documents
schools, in Tower Hamlets and/or ok
other boroughs. You should select School preferences for A Child ®
‘the SChOOlS |n Order Of preference, List the schools you want to apply for. You can list up to SIX schools
with the first selected school being e e Py th st s v e ot oG ctden W e ool s
your fIrSt preference and SO On. . l\ﬁ!:\‘l:::s‘:s;gy:;rh::lyh;:i'uuls in the order you prefer them. If you quatify for more than one school, you will only be offered the one
+ Once you have selscted your schools you will need to select ‘Confirm selection’
You can add a school in one of Addschool |
three ways:
1. By selecting the borough of the

school using the dropdown list

. Figure 6
and then selecting the school.

2. By selecting your school from
its location on a map.

3. By searching for the school by

using keywords.
Add schools

Find schools to add to your application from:

CliCk on ‘Continue, — See flgure 7' @L»stulschcc\so OMapﬂ OKeywardsB

Select a Local Authority

[ Tower Hamlets el I

For each school selected you will

be asked to provide the following

information:

1. Sibling information — you =3
should click on the relevant i

box and fill in the details if your
child has a brother or sister
already at the school. Figure 7

Select a school

2. Exceptional medical or social
reasons — you should tick the
relevant box if there are medical
or social reasons for your child
to attend a particular school.
You will be required to provide
documentary evidence to
support this.

3. Additional reasons - this is for
you to give additional reasons
for wanting a particular school.
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A step-by-step guide to
applying online

Stage 3 - _ - - - .
C h ec k a n d S u b m It Datails Praferances Submit Documents

& Each

When you have entered all the Check & submit application 0
required information, you will it shack !
be prompted to check that the

information is accurate and then A

asked to submit application — v

see figure 8. R —
oSN

Even if you submit it straight away,
you can still make changes later, Daglaration
right up until the closing date. S e i

+ W have naad fhe scimmsiorn geidarce maued by B Lotsl Asborty for auch schod | have selected
fiantied S0ve B Nrw 4860 These 10 ey Order of rpserene
mecumatance (e § enange of aiaresy ana faiure 1o

i 50 Py Pk s, gl b ks

ety 3y o,

ity o T BOOACIEON
CHTRON gien fn B

. reiior supporting intoemation mury make T appleston invald o

oty b o e shas T indormation | Have

peewasod i this apiie don wattin e Lol Airihery o v eihes cAeuierng Dutihe fren 2 e DARCSN BT [revertion of fiaua

1 havg read and accepted the above declantion

Subrmat applicaton

Figure 8

Confirmation

Your hes now been

Once you have submitted an
application, you will see the

il P T st 3 znnfemanan e foe poir smeanas. (f ye havest mesves e
el please Check rour JUnNITEoEm Roider

confirmation page, with a reference e
number. Please keep your VAR

reference number for any enquiries. g w5

You will also be sent an email to R S A I e e

confirm that your application has Eeiean ncw—" iy
been submitted. e Rt

It is advisable to print a copy of your
application for your information.

Figure 9

Note: The last submitted application
will be processed as your final
application. If you have applied
online, please do not fill out a paper
application.

Thank you for applying online.
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Useful contacts

Useful contacts

The School
Admissions Service
London Borough of
Tower Hamlets

Tower Hamlets Town Hall
160 Whitechapel Road
London E1 1BJ

Tel: 020 7364 5006

Email: school.admissions@

towerhamlets.gov.uk

Website:

o www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
schooladmissions

o www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
equalchance

Integrated Early Years
Service

Tel: 020 7364 1553
Email: early.years@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Special Educational
Needs

Tel: 020 7364 4880

Email:
specialeducational.needs@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

Tower Hamlets Family
Information, Advice and
Support Service (formally
Parents Advice Centre)
Tel: 020 7364 6489

Children and Family
Centres
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
childrenscentres

Useful websites

° www.eadmissions.org.uk

* www.goodschoolsguide.
co.uk

* www.gov.uk/dfe

e www.ofsted.gov.uk

e www.parentview.ofsted.
gov.uk

Information
and Support for
Families

The Family Information
Service (FIS)

The FIS provides free,
impartial information and
advice on a comprehensive
range of services for
children, young people
and their families. As well
as a Brokerage Service to
support parents/carers in
finding suitable childcare.

Tel: 020 7364 6495
Email:
fis@towerhamlets.gov.uk

You can also access
information online at

Tower Hamlets Local offer:
WWW.
localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk

Working together — giving
families a voice

Tower Hamlets Parent
and Carer Council

The Parent and Carer
Council (the PCC) is
Tower Hamlets’ main family
forum. The PCC provides
a platform where parents
can share information
about education, health
and community safety

in the borough and
collectively help shape the
services that are available
to families in the borough.

For further information and
to find out how to join the
PCC:

Visit: www.towerhamlets.
gov.uk/parentcouncil
Email: parentcouncil@
towerhamlets.gov.uk

or call the Family
Information Service on:
Tel: 020 7364 6495

Free access to
computers at our
Idea Stores

Please check the website
www.ideastore.co.uk to
keep up to date on which
services are available.

Idea Store Bow
1 Gladstone Place
Roman Road
London E3 5ES

Idea Store Canary Wharf
Chruchill Place
London E14 5RB

Idea Store Chrisp Street
1 Vesey Path

East India Dock Road
London E14 6BT

Idea Store Watney Market
260 Commercial Road
London E1 2FB

Idea Store Whitechapel
321 Whitechapel Road
London E1 1BU

Contact details
for surrounding
London authorities

Barking and Dagenham
Tel: 020 8215 3004
www.lbbd.gov.uk

Camden
Tel: 020 7974 1625
www.camden.gov.uk

City of London
Tel: 020 7332 1002
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk

Royal Greenwich
Tel: 020 8921 8043
www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Hackney
Tel: 020 8820 7000
www.hackney.gov.uk

Islington
Tel: 020 7527 5515
www.islington.gov.uk

Lewisham
Tel: 020 8314 8282
www.lewisham.gov.uk

Newham
Tel: 020 8430 2000
www.newham.gov.uk

Redbridge
Tel: 020 8708 3139
www.redbridge.gov.uk

Southwark
Tel: 020 7525 5337
www.southwark.gov.uk

Westminster
Tel: 020 7745 6433
www.westminster.gov.uk

For information and guidance on school attendance,
school travel support, free school meals and

school clothing grant please visit
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/schooladmissions
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