
 
 

 

 

 

22nd May 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

With everything that is going on now, it is strange to be writing to say that we have come to the 

end of another half term. However, it has been good to see so many of you in recent weeks as 

you have been in to collect food bags and learning resources. Thank you for your continuing 

support and for remaining positive. 

 

Survey 

 

Since my letter on 11th May, there has been a significant amount of new guidance issued by 

government and it is extremely important and challenging to stay on top of the information flow. 

I do want to extend my thanks to you for completing the parent and carer survey about phased 

reopening. Here are a few of the key headlines from the survey responses: 

 

 We had a response from 80% of our families – this is excellent! 

 

 The two main headlines being  

 

1. If, at some point in June, the school is ready and open and we ask you to bring 

your child in, will you do so? 

 

 YES 17% 

 NO 55% 

 DO NOT KNOW 29% 

 

2. The most frequent phrases used in the comments section revolved around your 

concerns about the safety of staff and children 

 

Phased Return 

 

With this in mind and placed alongside the views of staff, we have been doing everything 

possible to prepare for a phased reopening of the school to identified year groups. If, and when, 

Marner reopens, the offer of a phased return will be made to Year 6 in the first instance. We 

will then review our risk assessment in relation to the offers we may be able to make to Year 1, 

Reception and Nursery. 
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You may have read that the children must be in what is being described as a ‘bubble’ with the 

same members of staff for the entire time they are in school. The bubble idea means that staff 

and pupils stay together. As we will be following this model, the guidance regarding ‘bubbles,’ 

social distancing, movement around school and hygiene means that we will have to use more 

classrooms to ensure we meet our risk assessment outcomes.  

 

YEAR 6 Parents only – we will be in touch with you all individually on 1st June to discuss 

the likely arrangements for the phased return and to ask for your decision about whether 

or not you will be sending your child into school. The final decision remains with you and 

the government has made it clear that you will not be penalised if you decide to keep your 

child at home. 

 

Critical Worker and Vulnerable Children Provision 

 

As you are aware, since school closed back in March, we have been running a provision for 

Critical Workers and Vulnerable children. This provision will continue from 1st June. If you feel 

that your child is eligible to be part of the provision, please contact us as soon as possible using 

safeguarding@marner.towerhamlets.sch.uk However, to ensure that we maintain the correct 

ratio, no child should start at the provision until you have received confirmation from the 

school. 

 

Finally, I know some of you will be disappointed in this news as the headlines imply that a lot 

more children will start school on June 1st. I am sorry we cannot take more children in one go but 

our top priority has to be keeping all children and staff as safe as possible. If the scientific 

information changes then we will take a considered approach and respond accordingly. Please 

be patient with us as we will review this every week and as soon as we can safely accommodate 

more children we will. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Hague 

Headteacher 
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